From the Director
This issue of our Newsletter focuses
on industrial development. We are
told we have a shortage, but it's easy
to see why: land saved for
industrial development is
eaten up by commercial
or residential uses. So we
return to a shortage of
industrial lands. It is a
pattern that has been
repeating itself all over
Oregon for years. Now
that we know better, we
can do something about it by
protecting the industrial land
supply for its intended uses.
At 1000 Friends, we are saying
good-bye to staff that are moving
on, and welcoming new colleagues.
For details on all the staff changes,
see page 12 or go to our website at
www.friends.org. At the state level,
there have also been significant

changes in in the membership of
the Land Conservation and
Development Commission and at
the helm of the Department of Land
Conservation and Development.
The State of Oregon, its land
scapes, and our communities face a
profound threat from a dubious
ballot measure this November, put
forward by the extremists of
"Oregonians in Action." It is
described below. We all must be
prepared to work hard for its defeat.
During these challenges and
changes, our work continues apace.
The Coastal Futures Project, under
written by a generous challenge
grant from the Meyer Memorial
Trust, is building momentum as we
interview coastal residents and plan
a series of coastal forums to be held
over the next two years. ( see page 9
or go to www.coastalfutures.org)
The Hewlett Foundation has funded

our Rangeland Protection Project,
which featured a roundtable discus
sion in Prineville in April and a
forum on May 21st in Portland. We
are working with both the ranching
and environmental communities to
see if there is common ground
around the fact that rural residential
development harms both the envi
ronment and ranching. See our next
issue for an update of this impor
tant project.
While we fight a dangerous
effort to destroy Oregon's heritage,
we will continue promoting livable
cities and vibrant rural economies.

�
Bob Stacey

Anti-Land Use Initiative Faces Signature
Gathering Complaints
Brace yourself. This fall, initiative
battles will once again be prominent
in Oregon politics, including a
frontal assault on Oregon's legacy of
land use planning.
As detailed in the last
Newsletter, Oregonians In Action
has been collecting signatures for an
initiative that would retroactively
require governments to choose
either to pay landowners for reduc
tion in property value resulting

from land use regulations, or to
waive those regulations. This lose
lose proposition would result either
in significantly higher taxes or the
sweeping loss of protections for our
neighborhoods, our farmland, and
our environment, including all of
Oregon's land use planning laws.
Sometimes it is not apparent
how the initiative might work.
Here's an example: one of our
regional offices had a call about an
asphalt plant operating at hours not
allowed under the county permit.
The neighbors thought that the
anti-land use initiative would help
them collect damages from the
company. But in fact the initiative, if
it becomes law, could allow the
plant to operate without any limita
tion by the county. The county
taxpayers could have to pay the

operator for any limits on use. Far
from getting money from the
company, neighbors might have to
pay higher taxes just to keep the
protections they have today. It is not
a good deal for taxpayers, farmers,
or home-owners who want to
protect the value of their invest
ment.
Oregonians In Action faces four
election law complaints about signa
ture gathering techniques, including
many complaining about the nature
of an initiative being misrepre
sented. Yet there is little doubt that
the measure will qualify for the
ballot.
1000 Friends of Oregon is
preparing to oppose this initiative.
To learn more about the initia
tive, visit www.friends.org !!!I

